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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the Forum on RoK-US-Japan

Military Cooperation from Legal Perspectives.

My name is Henning Effner, the Country Director of the Friedrich Ebert

Foundation in Korea.

I apologize that — due to a business trip abroad — I am not able to attend

the Forum in person.

The Friedrich Ebert Foundation is a German political foundation. Our
mandate is to promote democracy and social justice and to contribute to
peace, international understanding and cooperation. We have offices in
around 100 countries around the world. We have been active in Korea since
the year 19809.

One of the main objectives of our work has been to promote peace and
stability on the Korean Peninsula as well as in East Asia. For many years, we
have been supporting civil society organizations and think tanks in
developing engagement policies with North Korea and in promoting

dialogue and trust-building in East Asia.

This forum takes place at a difficult time. Tensions on the Korean
Peninsula have been building up and a further escalation seems likely.
Block-building, confrontation and arms race have become more visible than
ever. The US, RoK and Japan affirmed to establish a so-called trilateral
security cooperation entity a month ago. Russia and the DPRK decided to
enhance their military cooperation including offering weapons last week.
Under these circumstances, avoiding further confrontation and promoting

dialogue and peace are more important than ever.

Today's event will offer an important opportunity to look at the military
cooperation from various perspectives and to exchange ideas on how to

reduce the military tensions and move forward towards peace.



In this sense it is a great honor for us to be associated to this event. I
would like to use this opportunity to thank not only the distinguished and
international speakers but also the co-hosting organizations including our

long-standing partner MINBYUN.

Thank you very much for being with us today. We very much appreciate

your time and commitment to participate in this event. Thank you.
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FIGURE 7: LAND-BASED LONG-RANGE STRIKE
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FIGURE 7: LAND-BASED LONG-RANGE STRIKE
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