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This statement is delivered by the South Korean civil society coalition of 461 NGOs for the 4th Cycle
of the UPR on the Republic of Korea.

First of all, we express our appreciation to the government of ROK for the efforts to engage with civil
socliety. However, it is regrettable that the NGO's concern and recommendation are hardly reflected in

the government's view.

Regarding the issues of the death penalty and the National Security Law, we would like to emphasize
that the position of the government has remained unchanged. This is despite the repeated

recommendations raised by numerous states during the 1st to the 4th cycle of the UPR.

Unfortunately, the ROK government has not taken steps forward to protect the rights of migrants,
refugees, children, and women by not supporting recommendations to ratify the [CMW-International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families] and
Optional Protocols to the [CRC-Convention on the Rights of the Child], [CAT-Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment], [[CCPR-the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights] and [ICESCR-International Covenant on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights].

Moreover, civil society is deeply concerned about the lukewarm attitude of the ROK government
toward establishing the Comprehensive Anti—Discrimination Act, under the pretext of the difficulty to

take immediate and short-term actions.

Also, given the recent issues of imprisonment of 23 members of the Korean Construction Workers
Union, suppressing the media, and others, the government must demonstrate genuine commitment in

implementing those recommendations regarding freedom of expression, assembly, and association.

Civil society urges reconsideration of the plan to lower the age of criminal responsibility, which is not
according to the CRC, Committee of the Rights of the Child, as well as related laws and policies
related to forced hospitalization of persons with disabilities, which is concerned by the CRPD,

Committee of the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities.

For the last, Korean civil society calls upon the government to set out a comprehensive action plan
with a firm timeline for the implementation of remaining recommendations, in cooperation with the

civil society. We look forward to further engagement with the government. Thank you.
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